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On December 7, 1960, the Jackpile mine on the Laguna Indian Reserva-
tion was examined. The mine is operatsd by the Ansconda Corporatiou
and is located 84 miles north of Laguna, Valencia County, New Mexico.
The wine is serviced by a spur of the Santa Fe Railroad, Mc. J. P.
Horndon wes wmine supevrintendent, Mr, F. J. Balintine was assistaot
wine superintendent. The last examination of the mine by engineers
of this office was May 25, 1960.

The original lesse was isgued May 7, 1952 and covered 799.09 acres.
Avendments datcd September 9, 1954 and November 27, 1955 fucreased
the acreage to 3,679.09. Plans have boen made to exercise the

option to iesse more land covered by the existing prospectling permit,
A large ore body ha» been ciscovercd and drilled out vear rhe viilsge
2f Puquate, about three milev west of the Jackpile miune.

In the fall of 1952 the first ore was wmined from development drifis
at the Jackpile mina. During the first three years of the lease,
1952 to 1955 a little over 75,000 tons of ore were produced fromw
development and exploraton work at the Jackpile and Woodrow mines.
Stripping of the overburden at the Jackpile orebody wae carried on
' st the same time under contract with Issbell Constructlion Company.
| 1o 1956 the mine started full production. To July 1, 1950 the /
opersation produced 4,785,000 tons of ore valued at §74,348,000 vith
royalties paid the Laguna Pueblo of $6,4E2,000. A total of simust
70,000,000 tons of waste, ore, and sub-ore has been mined since opera-
tions started. About 1,700,000 tons of sub-ore has been stockpiled
near the pit. The sub-ore is divided icto stockpiles that assey from
0.08% U30g to 0.14% U305. This sub-ore is blended with high gracde -
from the pit, wvhen possible, to make a cocsistant will feed of 0.20%
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The ore vccurs in the Westwater ssndstone of tbe Morrison formation
as irregular, flat lying lenses of medium grained sandstone ranging
in color from yellowish-gray to black depending on the amount of
carbonaceous material contained, The overburden averaged 115 fest
thick grading from a few feet to the southern portion to over 400
feet in the mnorth,

The company has instituted an over all safety program admianistrated

by the safety engineer Mr. John Sabo. Each employes receives a
booklet on general safety and one on safety on his particular job.
¥nen the wine has worked for thirty days without a lost time accicent
prizes are given away st safety meetiogs. On date of esxamination

the mine had worked 9 days with out & lost time accident. Safety
meetings are held each week in the new safety hall recentiy completed.
Lil supervisors have been trainmed in first aid.

The wine produces about 3,000 tons of ore dally, 5,000 toas of sub-
ore stockpiled at the pit, and sbout 35,000 tons of waste. No changes
in ore or waste handling technigues had been instituted since cate

of last inspection. Blasting in the waste was by commercially pack-
aged ammoniun nitrazte. The ore was blasted by smsmoniut nitrate that
had beer wixed with diesel oil, The fertiiizer-grade mmmonium nit=
rete {8 mixed with the oil in the bag and allowed to age 24 hours
before {t is used. Ail drills were equipped with water attachments
and large line ocilers ito lubricate the drill bits and help alioy the
dust,

; . or . o
Ro safety violations sxe violations of the lease terms were wnoted on
date of examinstion.

J. ¥. Hager
Mining Engineer
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